
 

 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AND REGULATION 
COMMITTEE 

Meeting date: 23 May 2019 

From: Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure 

 

ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW 2018/19 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1  It is good governance to report on how well our respective 

Development Control, Countryside Access and Common Land/ 

Historic Environment teams are performing against either national 

performance targets or the Council Plan. 

1.2  This report covers the last financial year 2018/19. It is for 

information and awareness only and does not require a decision. 

1.3 On the day of the committee, the Lead Advisors will reflect on 

some of the work within the teams and decisions taken in the last 

year. 

2.0 POLICY POSITION, BUDGETARY AND EQUALITY 

IMPLICATIONS, AND LINKS TO COUNCIL PLAN 

2.1  The vision for the Council Plan 2018-22 is “to work with residents, 

businesses, communities and other organisations to deliver the 

best services possible within available resources”. In doing so the 

approach is to put customers at the heart of everything to ensure 

a consistent high quality experience across all services, including 

planning, countryside access and historic environment. 

2.2  Where possible the figures in the report include comparisons with 

last year and national data from the GOV.UK website. 



 

 

3.0 DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

3.1  This team receives, validates, consults and makes recommendations 

on planning applications to DC & R Committee and decisions under 

delegated powers on all Minerals and Waste developments and 

proposals by the County Council for its own development. The team 

also prepares and monitors the Minerals and Waste Local Plan. 

3.2  For 2018/19, we determined 60 planning applications; 51% were 

decided by Committee; 49% decided by delegation. For 2017/18, we 

determined 73 applications; 55% were decided by Committee; 45% by 

delegation  
 

Total number of planning 

applications determined  

2018/19 

Decisions taken by Committee Decisions taken under  

Delegation 

60 31(51%) 29 (49%) 

 

3.3  Approximately 56% of all our decisions have been minerals and waste 

applications and 44% have been County Council applications  
 

Total number of planning 
applications determined 
2018/19 

Minerals and Waste  

Applications 

County Council Applications 

60 34 (56%) 26 (44%) 

 

3.4  We approved all planning applications with conditions and some with 

Section 106 agreements, with the exception of one planning application 

which was refused. All decisions were taken in line with the 

recommendations of Officers.  

3.5  Government has set performance targets for the determination of all 

planning applications. For County Councils, dependent upon whether 

the application is for EIA development or not, we are required to 

determine applications within 13 weeks or 16 weeks. Some 

applications submitted by the County Council not consisting of minerals 

and waste development are classified as minor applications and must 

be determined within 8 weeks. The table below shows how we 

performed against those targets for minerals and waste applications.  

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Total number of minerals and 
waste applications determined 
2018/19 

Percentage determined within  

13 weeks 

Percentage determined within  

16 weeks 

34 56%  50%  

 

3.6  Although the percentage of applications determined in 13 weeks is 

lower than the national average, this does not take into account agreed 

extensions of time; if it did the rate of determination would be higher. 

There were no planning appeals against conditions. 

3.7 For County Council applications our performance is measured against 

either a 13 week target for major applications or an 8 week target for 

minor and other applications. Our performance for 2018/19 is shown 

below: 

 
 

Total number of County 
Council applications 
determined 2018/19 

Major applications determined 
within 13 weeks (target 60%) 

Minor and other applications 
determined within 8 weeks 
(target 80%) 

26 0 10 (38%) 

 

3.8  Currently we have on hand twenty new planning applications. We are 

in the final stages of preparing a new local validation checklist to help 

support the submission of better, more informed planning applications. 

The draft validation list documents has been finalised and a formal 

consultation process undertaken – it is envisaged that the list will be 

formerly adopted by the end of May 2019 and will become operational 

after that date. The list will be required to be reviewed at least every 

two years in line with the requirements of the General Development 

Management Procedure Order 2015. 

3.9 The application submitted by West Cumbrian mining to extract 

metallurgical coal has been considered by the Development Control 

and Regulation committee on 19 March 2019 with a resolution made to 

grant planning permission. Currently, due to third party requests for the 

application to be referred to the Secretary of State in order for him to 

consider whether or not to call the application in, the planning casework 

unit is considering this request and the planning application.  

4.0 COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS  

4.1  The definitive Map and Statement is one of the programmes of work carried 
out by the Countryside Access Team. The legal record of public rights of way 
alignment can only be changed by Order and, under the current delegation 
arrangements with the consent of the DC & R committee.  



 

 

 
4.2 Last year, 2018-19 we dealt with twelve orders. The previous year it was 

twenty three. One order was made under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 
ten under the Highways Act and one under the Town and Country Planning 
Act. The lower number relates to [DC&R’s capacity to deal with orders] or 
officer time addressing the back log of orders to assess what applications 
meet the set criteria and also with the development of a new prioritised list 
system. This resulted in four cases being presented to the committee for 
rejection.  

 
4.3  One order made under the Highways Act for a diversion on the Whitehaven 

Campus was objected to and was resolved by the Planning Inspectorate 
through the written representation process. 

 
4.4  There were also 39 emergency closures processed, where route are closed 

temporarily to allow events to take place or to protect the public against 
potential risk.  

 
4.5  Currently we have 56 orders waiting to be determined compared with 104 in 

2017-18 
 
4.6   The rights of way improvement programme has seen the team address 

fifteen schemes to improve the network, working with other authorities, 
parishes and landowners the programme has attracted £63k in match 
funding over 2018-19.  

 
4.7  Work continues to establish the England Coast Path, working for Natural 

England the scheme last year attracted £55k in staff time recharge. Currently 
we are working on the second section Whitehaven to Silecroft and stretch 
four Walney Island. Both of which we hope to deliver by 2020. Stretch three 
Allonby to Gretna is awaiting a decision by the Secretary of State after 
objections were raised regarding its alignment while, stretch five Silecroft to 
Silverdale is still in the consultation process. 

 
4.8  The first phase of flood recovery has been completed with £500k of RDPE 

funding being claimed from the Rural Payments Agency for staff time and 
physical works carried out on the ground. This still leaves a circa £750k 
shortfall in funding to deliver the rest of the Storm Desmond works. Presently 
no addition funding source has been identified.  

 
4.9 National Trails, working with the Northumberland and the Yorkshire Dales 

National Parks the maintenance of the Pennine Way and Hadrian’s Wall 
path has attracted £7,800 of funding for works including bridge and access 
improvements. We are also working with the North Pennines AONB who run 
the Pennine Champion’s, a group of volunteers maintaining the Pennine 
Way. 

 
 

5.0 COMMON LAND/ HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

5.1  Cumbria County Council is the Commons Registration Authority for 

Cumbria, including the areas within the National Parks. The Commons 



 

 

Registration Service deals with applications to make changes to the 

registers of common land and village greens. 

5.2  Within the year 2018/19, the team processed 146 applications. A total 

of 114 (78%) of these were dealt with under delegated powers. Some 

were to correct mistakes to the register; some were to register historic 

severance and some were to register land as a town or village green.  

 

5.3 Of the 146 applications processed, 34 (22%) were taken to DC & R 

Committee for a decision. All of these were approved in line with 

recommendations of the Officer. The table below shows a breakdown 

of applications by type. The figures in brackets relate to 2017/18. 

 

 

Historic 
Severance 

Historic 
Statutory 
Disposition 

Mistaken 
Registration 

Town and Village 
Greens 

Mistakes by 
Registration 
Authority 

19 (5) 3 7 (5) 4 3 (3) 

 

5.4 On hand we have 56 common land and 8 applications for town or 

village greens that will require a decision to be made by this 

Committee. There are no statutory timescales to determine these 

applications. 

5.5 There is deadline for applications made under Schedule 2 to the 

Commons Act to correct the Common Land and Town or Village 

Greens Registers by 15 March 2027. 

6.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no significant legal implications arising from this paper. 

7.0 CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 In overall terms the performance across the teams is generally very 

healthy set against performance indicators and the Councils objectives.  

7.2 I am delighted that we have been able to make significant inroads into 

the backlog of rights of way applications. But, I think we can do more 

by reviewing the scheme of delegation and bringing it into line with 

commons registration and development control. We also have more 

work to do on continuing to improve the quality of our reports and 

making them more focussed.   

Acting Executive Director – Economy and 

Infrastructure  



 

 

 

Date …..15 May 2019 

 

 


